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The heaviest drinking, most oversexed speed freak in the music business tells his story: “An

emblem of rock ’n’ roll endurance.” —The New York Times Ian Fraser Kilmister was born on

Christmas Eve, 1945. Learning from an early age that chicks really do appreciate a guy with a

guitar, and inspired by the music of Elvis and Buddy Holly, Lemmy quickly outgrew his local

bands in Wales, choosing instead to head to Manchester to experience everything he could get

his hands on. And he never looked back. Lemmy tripped through his early career with the

Rocking Vicars, backstage touring with Jimi Hendrix, as a member of Opal Butterflies and

Hawkwind. In 1975, he went on to create speed metal and form the legendary band

Motorhead. During their long history, they released over twenty albums, were nominated for a

Grammy, and conquered the rock world with such songs as “Ace of Spades,” “Bomber,” and

“Overkill.” Throughout the creation of this impressive discography, the Motorhead lineup has

seen many changes, but Lemmy was always firmly at the helm. White Line Fever, a

headbanging tour of the excesses of a man being true to his music and his pleasures, offers a

sometimes hilarious, often outrageous, but always highly entertaining ride with the frontman of

the loudest rock band in the world.



I Am Ozzy, Rust in Peace: The Inside Story of the Megadeth Masterpiece, What Does This

Button Do?: An Autobiography, The Dirt: Confessions of the World's Most Notorious Rock

Band, Ginger Baker - Hellraiser: The Autobiography of The World's Greatest Drummer, Runnin'

with the Devil: A Backstage Pass to the Wild Times, Loud Rock, and the Down and Dirty Truth

Behind the Making of Van Halen, Casino: Love and Honor in Las Vegas

Tommy Flynn, “"Rock n' Roll Fever". Was never a huge Motorhead fan, but as I started to get

more into Rock I started liking heavier stuff. In fact, when I started to read Rock memoirs, I was

finding a new appreciation for the genre, the lyrics, and the sounds. So far I've read Sex,

Money, Kiss (Gene Simmons), WAR (Axl Rose) and would not recommend either. After that I

moved on to the Crue's "Dirt", Duff McKagan's "It's So Easy and Other Lies", and both "The

Heroin Diaries" and "Life..." which are both through Nikki Sixx's distorted lenses. I would

recommend all of those to Rock n' Roll enthusiasts, fans, and people who like "junkie" books. It

was the hilarity and sincerity in "I am Ozzy" that inspired me to look into Lemmy's book. After

finding my way through "the Noise" in Steven Tyler's head (good book, but confusing), reading

Lemmy's look on life was refreshing to say the least.Lemmy offers a little of everything - his

views on life, his friends, family, and bandmates, his career, and even politics. It is not devoid of

hilarious road stories, shenanigans, the girls, or the drugs (as the title suggests), but it is not a

junkie book in the least. If that's what you're looking for, you may want to reconsider, but either

way you will enjoy the book - his stories don't disappoint. This book is about 'Rock n' Roll

Music'. Lemmy will recount his look on music from the fifties until it was published. He takes

you through his career, band changes, shows, and frustration with record companies and all

the scrapes, injuries, and accidents along the way. He includes stories and opinions of his and

other bands (male and female) from various subgenres of rock music and the progression of

rock music, especially in his career. This includes the inspiration and opinions behind all

Motorhead albums, many songs, and the stories from their respective tours.It really does

sound like he's talking to you, and you will enjoy the conversational tone in which it is written. It

is not jumbled, overly creative, or trippy (like Tyler's book) in the least. You will without a doubt

enjoy the more conservative and straight-up personality of Lemmy and his unique take on life,

the universe, and everything. If you are looking for a history of Motorhead, a new perspective

on Rock music, the biography of Lemmy, or just need something entertaining to read, "White

Line Fever" offers an excess of everything.”

J. T. Gotsick, “Straightforward conversational reminiscences from one of the Rock n' Roll

greats. I think I first heard Motorhead in 1982, and was a fan of the music from the beginning.

Later, I got exposed to Lemmy as a person (see his bits in "The Decline of Western Civilization,

Part II"), and you just had to love the guy's personality. Unabashedly happy in the midst of the

lunacy he created, he was a rare mix of insanity and durability that you can only appreciate

after you hear the unhinged tales of his life. Reading this is a lot like sitting down with him over

a few beers and listening to his stories, complete with the sort of self-deprecating side

comments that you'd expect in a conversation. Some artists are tortured, but Lemmy was just

having a ball the whole time through, and it made reading his autobiography a delight.”

J. Rodeck, “A good rock autobiography that describes success gained the hard way.. *White

Line Fever* is a good rock autobiography that describes success gained the hard way as

Lemmy works his way thru a labyrinth of musical identity finding that led to the hard earned



success of Motorhead. I enjoyed the graphic description of the British drug scene with harsh

images especially of needle freaks.It slows down towards the end with the usual wrangling with

record labels, constant band personnel turnover, and redundancy: touring in promotion of the

new album, doing Australia again, doing South America again . . . . The better parts are Rock

trivia and anecdotes.”

T Stafford, “Like his music a fast fun romp. Motörhead is one of the greatest underrated bands

ever. Lemme IS Motörhead. This was a quick read but enjoyable. As a musician myself I would

have liked more info on his gear. I’ve read Lemmy was always tinkering with his gear himself

but there isn’t really any mention of why he uses Rickenbacher basses or any gear talk.Still

worth a read for fans. Long live Lemmy”

Surferofromantica, “Fantastic rock autobiography from a true legend. I’d heard good things

about this book, and I knew I needed to know more about Lemmy, so I went out and bought it.

Good thing I did!! It’s great fun, and like nearly every autobiography I’ve ever read starts with a

modern life anecdote before heading into the usual “when I was a lad…” stuff, about growing

up, in Lemmy’s case with a single mum, a deadbeat dad (who he at least acknowledges with a

picture in the pictures section) and not-much-better jailbird stepdad.It quickly gets into music,

which some people would sneer is an alien concept for this noisemaker and hellraiser. For a

hardass like Lemmy, people may be surprised that his favorites are Little Richard, Jerry Lee

Lewis and Elvis Presley, the usual stuff that punkers and heavy metallers usually don’t refer to.

But then again, you have to remember – Lemmy’s old enough to have seen them when they

were starting out, even if his heart is as young as the snottiest upstart metal brat (there’s a

great quote in the movie that Rollins relates: “I remember before there was rock and roll. I

remember when there was only Rosemary Clooney records. Then we heard Elvis Presley and

there was no turning back.”). He talks about the mods and the rockers. “The Mods used to wear

eye make-up too, especially the boys. The crowd of people I was in disliked them, but in

retrospect, it was no worse than what we were doing. I mean, we thought they were sissies,

and they thought we were yobs – and you know, we were both right.” There’s a great story

about befriending Jon Lord of Deep Purple, then living with a young Ron Wood and Art Wood.

He also hung out with the Beatles (and, as we find out in the documentary, had a child with a

girl who lost her virginity to John Lennon).The Beatles revolutionized rock ‘n’ roll, and they also

changed the way everyone looked. It seems ludicrous now, but for those days, they had very

long hair. I remember thinking, ‘Wow! How can any guy have hair that long?’ Really, it was just

combed forward, with a slight fringe over the collar. We all had quiffs then – before the beatles,

it had been ducktails and Elvis.He compares the Beatles and the Stones, overturning the

impression that the Beatles were mellow and the Stones were dangerous: the Beatles, being

from a tough town like Liverpool, knew how to take care of themselves, whereas “the Rolling

Stones were the mummy’s boys – they were all college students from the outskirts of London.”

There’s also the great story of him working as a roadie for Jimi Hendrix for a year and a half

(and in the documentary he talks about helping Hendrix score acid, ten hits at a time – Hendrix

was generous and would take seven tabs, and give Lemmy the other three.When he

performed, he would drive the chicks nuts. I’ve seen him go in his bedroom with five chicks –

and they’d all come out smiling too. And of course, the road crew got the spin-offs. A stud,

Hendrix was; and I’m crass enough to think that’s quite a good thing. I don’t know what’s wrong

with being a stud – it’s more fun than not being a stud, that’s for sure!In the movie there’s a

funny quote from Lemmy: “people ask me what I think of Prince; I say ‘I’ve already seen Jimi



Hendrix.’” A funny tale about the other guys in The Experience:I liked the other two guys in the

Experience, too. Noel Redding was all right, only he used to wear a nightshirt to bed, and

Alladdin-type shoes with the curly toes and a nightcap with a tassel. That was quite a sight.

Mitch was nuts, as he still is today, in fact. One time I was standing on a traffic island in the

middle of Oxford Street and Mitch bounced up to me, wearing a white fur coat, white trousers,

white shirt, shoes and socks – complete vision, you know. ‘Hello, I don’t know who I am!’ he

said and ran off again. I don’t think he knew who I was, either!He talks about some of the

albums he played on in the early days, throwing out lines like “I must get a copy of it one of

these days”, which means that someone will read this and send him a copy. Nice move.For

most of the second half of the book, Lemmy is consumed with writing about the recording of

albums. “We went into the studio and did an album… then we did the next one… then we did

the next one…” He also talks a bit about tours, memorable shows, line-up changes, and

management grief. Occasionally he pauses for an anecdote, or a bit of philosophizing.

Sometimes he talks about writing a song for someone else (Ozzy, Lita Ford, Girlschool, etc),

and how he made more money off of writing songs for Ozzy than he ever did in 15 years with

Motörhead. He also describes how he got involved in a few unlikely pairings, such as a

supergroup he was in with the Nolan Sisters that there’s a cool little video for.The Nolan Sisters

were great fun – we used to run across them quite a bit because they were on the charts at the

same time Motörhead was. Everybody thought they were soppy little popster virgins but they

weren’t. They’d been around – they’d played with Sinatra at the Sands in Vegas. They were

tough chicks, managed by their father, but they were really great. And funny as scoot. Once our

manager, Douglas, was talking to Linda Nolan in the Top of the Pops bar, and he dropped

some money on the floor. When he bent down to pick it up, Linda smirked and said, ‘While

you’re down there…’ That was the last thing he expected out of a Nolan sister! Maybe wishful

thinking and he dreamt it up, but it shocked the stuffing out of him.Naturally, being fired from

Hawkwind gets the full treatment.Ultimately, the first half of the book is way better than the

second half, as autobiographies tend to be.Great book. Anybody who’s ever rocked out to

Motörhead songs that they didn’t pay for, do yourself and fork out for this; everybody else

should as well.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “A Real Rocker. I was never a huge Motorhead fan or anything like that.

Sure, I liked some of their stuff and Lemmy always seemed a real rocker, not one of those fake

pretty boy hair bands that we should all despise! So my appreciation of this book is not as blind

fanboy. To some younger more delicate little flowers this book is probably very offensive. But

Lemmy is my kind of guy, he tells it like it is and he lived the life he wanted to live, and he lived

it hard and fast. He was not trying to please anybody, he just wanted to play Rock N' Roll and

have a good time, if that involved, lots of drink, drugs and the other. Well, then so be it. A real

rocker, no bull. He lived a great life and had many adventures your parents wouldn't approve of.

Thankfully, he had no religion to slow him down. The end when it came was just 17 days after

his last live show. What a man, what a book. What a legend.”

K Clewley, “The man that was Motorhead. A fan or not Lemmy was someone who lived for

what he believed in, Rock music and the lifestyle go hand in hand as Lemmy Kilmister was that

life. The autobiography is something everyone should read, written with a sense of humour

understood only by the privileged. Lemmy's lifestyle was not something suited to everyone it

was something only very few people could endure, Lemmy was an entertainer through and

through and his autobiography gives a small insight into what it takes to become a true rock



star, because that is exactly what he was and will always be known as.Although the book let's

you know how it all started and gives you the highs and lows of being in a band, and I suppose

to understand the full impact this type of lifestyle can have on a person, you really have to be

there! White line fever takes you on a journey giving you some insight into the man that was

Ian Lemmy Kilmister, a fascinating sometimes (very)funny read that at times had me laughing

out loud, if you ever wondered how legends are made this is the book for you.”

The Gospel, “Not a "warts and all" account, unfortunately!. I've never been a fan of Motorhead.

Some of the music was absolutely ace (of spades), but the less-than-average vocals were too

much of a turn-off for me. However, I've always liked hearing what Lemmy had to say about

things, so took a chance on this book.It did not disappoint. He's often even more "tell it like it is"

than Gene Simmons! He stands no nonsense over many issues, and quite rightly.The only

thing I did contest is when he was talking about a movie he was in. He was reeling off a string

of celebrities who also featured, including Angie Bowie. He said she was only famous for who

she married. Maybe, but why did he not say the same about Linda McCartney (only famous for

who she married), and Koo Stark (not even famous for who she married, but who she

temporarily courted!)?One more (trivial) point : I did think he might talk about his warts! I'd

always wondered why he'd kept them (when he clearly had the wherewithal to get them

removed), but strangely, no mention. Very odd, I thought.”

Iain61, “The incredible but true story of a legend. I was expecting this autobiography to

disappoint - surely Lemmy couldn't really have lived the life everybody thought he had. The

book is sometimes a bit short on detail (presumably in many cases to protect the innocent - or

at least less guilty) but Lemmy is either an extremely accomplished liar or he really was an

unbending and unbowed force of nature. Given all the corroborating evidence, it would appear

that the latter is almost certainly the case. It is a rare case that such an uncompromising

personality actually appears to have upset so few people. Obviously everybody can't love him

but it is extremely difficult not to admire him, sometimes rather begrudgingly.”

Mark, “Buy it Read it Enjoy life...simples :). Have to say i don't read many books these days but

having been a Motorhead & Lemmy fan for many years i thought bugger it. Im going on holiday

ill get a bloody good book to read.Well im so glad i did. I loved the stories about the people in

his life and the whole lemmy life style. To be honest this is how we all should live our lives.Live

it YOUR way , be a good person and enjoy the ride.Thanks Lemmy for a great read. This book

actually made me wish i had been part of your life.Buy it :)”

The book by Janiss Garza has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 2,063 people have provided feedback.
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